October 23, 2010

Public Forum

See Attached Sign In Sheet

Wareham Town Hall Auditorium

Opening by Peter Sanborn, Community Opportunities Group, Acting CEDA Director and Jean Connaughton Chairwoman, CEDA.

PS
How many present have attended a Community Development Strategy meeting in the past?

PS
How many have attended a public hearing in the past?

PS
How many would like a short background on why we are here?


Background of why we have a community development forum, how the Town of Wareham gets funding and who are the recipients that get funded, what the state needs from each community to continually fund each community.  The development of the community development strategy.  

Question 
Where are the other Mini Entitlement Communities, Difference between Mini Entitlement Communities and Entitlements Communities?

PS
Barnstable and Plymouth are Entitlement Communities, Wareham Mini Entitlement Community.  Wareham gets more monies from being a mini entitlement community than Plymouth.  Explanation on how DHCD determines mini entitlement status.  Explanation of Census tracts.  

Discussion on the target area.  Explanation of how the existing target area is in use and what the new needs are, and what the state is looking for in its required changes in the target area definition.  The state allows multiple target areas.  Target areas can change from year to year.  Questions and answers from forum participants.  Staff discussed and showed the preliminary boundaries of a smaller target area.  Asked for feedback pro or cod.  Consensus seemed to be that the area made sends the state was going to require it.

The Community Development Strategy plan is used by the state as a consistency document.  Any needs / projects needs need to be reflected in the CDS.

Are the needs still valid? Do they have continued relevance?  Are there any needs that are not in the CDS?  Specific points that need to be developed, draw on Community planning sides of documents input from town departments any non profit groups, any needs drawn from community at large.  The CEDA board reviews and forwards their recommendations on to the Board of Selectman. The Board of Selectman are the legal applicant for the Town of Wareham they are the legal responsibility as the town delegate administrator of the grant.  

Explanations of the existing CDS cite a lot of studies and are pretty old.  Any more recent plans and studies?  Recently approved updated OSRP (good through 2017) List of the top priorities, housing, economic development, public social services, transportation and municipal services.  Sustainable development.  The Town’s top 3 priorities are Housing, Transportation, and Economic Development.

Housing priorities are diversity of housing, affordable, different types of housing, preservation of towns housing stock, HRB program, establishing first time home- buyers program.  

Comments – Our town has had many seasonal conversions of houses; we have motels serving as low-income housing, all of our mobile home parks.  This is unacceptable to have a motel serve as low-income housing.   

Transportation was responded to with the GATRA Transportation group in town.  Comments that transportation assistance both within and outside of town was greatly needed.

Economic Development supports and expands communities tax base, jobs creation and promotes the village center.  Wareham had a Wareham works summit to help businesses.  Suggested funding to conduct historical tours in the village.  

Question – Was a housing needs summary done?  Can we prioritize the housing needs?  The housing needs study was done in 2004.  Staff has plotted out the areas where we have had housing rehab applications.  This is one indication of need.  CEDA experience is that housing rehab assistance has largely been dispersed across town.  Has assisted mobile homes as well.  We have the ability to go outside the target are in an emergency up to 20% of our program funding.                   

Uses of the Grant Funding – Every project has to meet the national objective.  The national objective is to address the needs of the low and moderate income and/or the elimination of slum and blight.  All sorts of infrastructure projects are potentially eligible but need to meet one of the national objectives.  

After highlighting the key points of the CDS, attendees were asked what changes should be made beyond potentially incorporating the comments already made.  None were indicated.    

